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BSI Inspection for Tier 4 Purposes of Further Education Colleges

Damian Green, the Minister of State for immigration, announced on 28th July 2011 that the Bridge Schools Inspectorate (BSI) will provide educational oversight of private colleges of further education with a clear religious purpose who bring in international students.  As you will already have heard, from April 2012, all Tier 4 sponsors must obtain Highly Trusted Sponsor (HTS) status. By the end of 2012, they will also need to have been inspected or audited by one of the educational oversight bodies specified in the Minister’s announcement.

BSI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to undertake inspections in designated independent schools within membership of the Christian Schools Trust (CST) or the Association of Muslim Schools UK (AMSUK). It is a registered charity, whose aims are as follows:

· To protect and promote the religious ethos of our school communities
· To promote cross-cultural awareness, understanding and co-operation between the faith communities involved
· To ensure quality and objectivity by the involvement of experienced professional inspectors as lead inspectors and in the training and quality assurance processes. 

The extension of BSI’s inspection role to colleges with a clear religious purpose is therefore a natural and appropriate one. In order to provide educational oversight, BSI will conduct an inspection before the end of 2012 of every college registered with it.  All inspections will be led by highly experienced former Her Majesty’s Inspectors (HMI) who understand the distinctive characteristics of faith-based education.  On each inspection there will also be an additional inspector with expertise in the main courses offered by the college.

The inspection will follow a framework that specifies the standards that colleges must reach in the quality of education they provide, the spiritual and moral development of their students, the students’ welfare, health and safety, the effectiveness and suitability of the proprietors and staff, the premises and accommodation, and the provision of information and manner in which complaints are handled.  The framework is currently being developed. When it is in the final form it will be disturbed to those colleges already registered with BSI and available on the BSI website www.bridgeschoolsinspectorate.co.uk
The length, and cost, of the inspection will vary according to the number of students and the complexity of the institution.  A small college, offering one or two courses on a single site, may be inspected in two days, while a larger college, offering several courses on a number of sites, will require a longer inspection that may last for four days.  Since BSI is a charity, costs are kept as low as possible, but the fees charged have to cover the costs.  We expect that the average fee for an inspection will be around £5,000.

If you wish to register your college with BSI, please complete the application form and email it to bsi@btinternet.com or post it to BSI, PO Box 498, Witney, Oxon OX28 9JG.  
Registrations are open until 7th October 2011.  

For further information, please telephone the BSI office on 01993 866060 to speak with our administrator.  
Normal office hours: 9.00am–4.00pm on Monday 




  9.00am–12.30pm on Tuesday to Thursday.  
The office will be closed for annual leave from 16th–30th August.  However, applications that arrive by email or post during this time will be accepted, but will not be acknowledged until the office re-opens on 30 August.
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